Elongating ribosomes in vivo are refractory to erythromycin.
We have studied the kinetics of erythromycin inhibition of translation in growing bacteria. In order to simplify the interpretation of our data, we have used a mutant (envA), known to have an increased permeability to several antibiotics, including erythromycin. The data clearly show that an initial stage of translation is sensitive to erythromycin, but that the elongating ribosome is insensitive to the antibiotic.